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World Enters “Era of Global Water Bankruptcy”

The UN report by the UN University’s Institute for Water, Environment and Health (UNU-INWEH)

The most important messages to the Arab Region
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Comments by Dr. Hazim El-Naser
Former Minister of Water, Irrigation & Agriculture
Chairman of the Middle East Water Forum
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1. Societies have not only overspent their annual renewable water “income”, they have
depleted long-term “savings” in aquifers.
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2. Arab cities among the thirty-eight of the world extreme water stress areas
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3. In the Middle East and North Africa region, high water stress, climate vulnerability, low
agricultural productivity, energy-intensive desalination, and sand and dust storms intersect
with complex political economies.
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4. The report warns that the current global water agenda — largely focused on drinking
water, sanitation, and incremental efficiency improvements — is no longer fit for purpose
in many places and calls for a new global water agenda.
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5. The report underlines that water bankruptcy is not merely a hydrological problem, but a
justice issue with deep social and political implications requiring attention at the highest
levels of government and multilateral cooperation.
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6. Despite its warnings, the report is not a statement of hopelessness. It is a call for

honesty, realism, and transformation. Declaring bankruptcy is not about giving up, it is
about starting fresh.
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Read full report
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